
 
 
 
 
October 7, 2019 
 
Corruption & Greed, Over and Over Again 
 
 This theme will never quit. Our country was founded on corruption: The wealthiest having the 
rights, the poorest having no rights, the slaves doing all the work and the Indians being robbed 
of everything.   
 
I pointed it out, for years and years, how corrupt things were in Indian Country, and how good 
& decent people were forced to suffer a system that deprived them at every turn, of a chance 
at life.  
 
Children are raised in violent communities; families suffer generations of addictions, sexual 
abuse and violence as well as grinding poverty, while the wealthiest among them seem to get 
more and more of everything, and no one can really account for it.  
 
They didn’t do this to themselves. This was inflicted upon them as a way to control the 
resources wealthy corporations wanted to extract from their lands.  Mining, drilling, dumping of 
toxic wastes, medical wastes, heavy metals waste, and radioactive wastes is common.   
 
What is rare is clean water, decent buildings, good roads, enough heat in winter, and programs 
run by the qualified.  Money designated for agencies such as housing or suicide, or water 
treatment, going to the least qualified but politically connected is how taxpayers lose millions 
and in fact billions of dollars in Indian Country, while those in need of basic services, get nothing 
but more grief.    
 
Their leaders make deals with murderers, and corporations that destroy the environment, clean 
up nothing, leave a trail of destruction, while pocketing profits and not paying taxes, …. And 
now, you don’t know if I’m still talking about Indian Country or the Entire Country, do you?  
 
The destruction is planned. If you destroy people’s only means of survival, whether it be 
slaughtering the buffalo or bankrupting the family farms, the beneficiaries are always the 
wealthy and wealthiest who divide up the spoils for themselves and use their accumulated 
wealth to buy the government that serves them while hurting everyone else.  
 
Stand up to the bullies, and you stand alone in Indian Country. You risk everything. Or you sit 
down and try to get by, watching it get worse and worse every year.  We have a chance now to 
unite and save our democracy, but it comes at a price: We must go back to rectify the flaws in 
the system that thrived on dividing us through racism, misogyny, bigotry and ignorance.  
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We can take to the streets. We already have and we will again.  We will elect better 
representatives and flush out all the corrupt.  We will rebuild, and it will take generations, our 
standing in the world, and our economy.  
 
And it will all be for nothing unless we actively hold accountable those we elect at every level of 
government: From Dog Catcher to President and every level in between.  
 
One more thing: Reparations.  We must put in place a system to rectify and repay those from 
whom the wealth of this nation was stolen.  We must restructure our relationship with Treaty 
Lands that will drastically change who has control over those lands and cities.  It can be done. It 
just won’t be simple or easy.  
 
The “R” Word 
 
The other part is reparations for the system of racism that literally stole people, stole children, 
stole labors and properties of people and enforced a system of Jim Crow mostly in the South, 
but in every aspect of every community throughout the land.  
 
You cringe. I feel it from here. “That will cost billions and billions….!”  Yes, yes it will.  We have 
trillions of dollars we spend on Military, and trillions more that are not taxed because wealthy 
billionaires hide it offshore.  We’ll start with those two and then work our way throughout the 
system.  
 
Not just a cash payment, but a system that favors and lifts up those who were denied, for 
generations, a chance at equal education, equal employment, housing, property ownership, 
business building, etc.  
 
Too complicated? I think not. We managed for hundreds of years to have special laws and rules 
to keep people of Color, especially Black People down; rules that only applied to them, from 
curfews to redlining and other forms of discrimination.  We can instead make rules that, for the 
next 7 generations, give advantage to those whom we robbed for 400 years.  We’re a nation of 
smart people, and we can do this.  
 
And, when we do, there will be big ugly tears from those who feel they are being discriminated 
against, simply because to them, equality is oppression. Tough.  The advantages of Reparations 
is a gift to us all. It will raise up the standard of living in every community. More businesses, 
more goods, more taxes paid, more services rendered, more infrastructure maintained.  
 
Right now, it’s a battle to get anyone to care that children in Indian Country don’t have proper  
food, their water is contaminated, and their homes are substandard.  
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Those who have benefited over generations of unearned inherited wealth stolen from the 
labors of slaves and the stolen lands and resources of First Nations, won’t be poor, but they 
won’t be able to continue unearned wealth accumulation at the expense of The Red Man, The 
Brown Man, The Black Man.  
 
Who, Me?  
 
Me? I’m hoping our school systems and the curriculum will drastically improve.  Better methods 
of teaching, cultural curriculum included, multiple languages offered (The US remains one of 
the most ignorant nations when it comes to understanding or speaking even a second language. 
It’s one of the things other countries find laughable about our country.  
 
True History. Get curriculum lined up with facts. This whole White, Male, Christian centric crap 
we have been fed for generations, left us completely unprepared for the fascist takeover 
presently in process.  We must teach in our schools where we made mistakes, where we were 
the bad guys, and make it possible for our society to move into the future, unhobbled by fables 
of fantastic White Male Christians that never existed.  Fables have crippled us, and have 
enabled our Corporate Overlords to more easily manipulate us against one another.  
 
We should be standing up for one another, not fighting to defend the mindless, corrupt 
rantings of a man who shits in a Gold toilet. He is not one of us.  
 
We need, desperately, to learn and understand the value of Science in our society. Science is 
what will help us to save ourselves as this Climate Crisis overtakes us (because we didn’t listen 
to science in the 70’s, as they tried to warn us).  Denial only serves those corporations who are 
getting richer and richer by depleting our resources, damaging our environment.  
 
We have so much work to do. We have so much damage to UNDO.  We need to find our 
Humanity and our courage.  Our strength will come from Unity.  
 
Most of all, we must stop fooling ourselves. We’re in a world of crap, and we have politicians 
telling us it’s roses.  We must hold our government accountable. We must hold the Press 
accountable.   
 
It’s time to stop making celebrities out of serpents. It’s time to find the kind of values that will 
make us stronger.  They don’t come in packages of racism, bigotry, sexism, misogyny.  
Ignorance is not a good look. It got us here, and it broke us along the way.  
 
You know where to find me.  
~Cat 


